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CODER & RUNKLE WIN! 
Driver Terry Coder and Crew Chief Jerry Runkle 
scored their first ever A-Main Feature win at 
Thunderhill Speedway on April 18th.   Coder 
started the 18-lap feature race in 5th position and 
came on strong in his Runkle-powered #42c 
Factory Stock to lead from the half way point on.  
Fighting a power steering system problem, Coder 
got “a bit squirrely” in turn 4 of the final lap to add 
some excitement to the finish. Coder started the 
evening with a 5th place finish in his heat race after 
being “turned” while attempting a pass into first. 
  
The race was the second of the season for Coder 
and Runkle, who were scored 11th at Thunderhill 
on April 11th after a power steering problem 
resulted in an early season encounter with the wall 
during their heat and a DNF for the feature.  The 
Coder Racing Team is currently second in season 
points, being 7 points behind first place.  

 
 “I never thought 
we would see the 
day” was Jim 
Coder’s reaction 
to the win, which 
ended a nine year 
winless streak for 
Coder Racing at 

Thunderhill.  
Mom Coder was 
ecstatic.  Coder’s 
last win was in 
the 2003 Capitol 
City Clash at 
Heartland Park, 

when he finished second but was later credited the 
win due to disqualification of the lead car.  
 
Coder wishes to thank all his sponsors and of 
course his Reiki Master and spiritual advisor, Neil 
Tam, for his performance enhancement and 
relaxation  sessions. 
 
 

SCHEDULE 
Thunderhill Speedway, Mayetta, KS: 
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GEOSOURCE JOINS CODER 
RACING SPONSORSHIP TEAM     
Coder Racing is pleased to announce GeoSource 
as the newest sponsor of the Coder Racing Team. 
GeoSource provides geotechnical engineering 
services, combining vast technical expertise with 
quality assurance, skilled project management and 
responsive personal service.  With a staff of 
experienced geotechnical engineers, geologists and 
engineering technicians, the firm offers a great 
depth of local and regional experience combined 
with sound geotechnical judgment.  Their 
experienced and trained professionals combined 
with industry standard field and laboratory 
equipment serve a wide variety of client needs. 
They provide the benefit of local experience and 
knowledge, cost effective and timely service. The 
geotechnical and construction engineering 
recommendations made by GeoSource incorporate 
their staff's technical expertise with a "common 
sense" approach to problem solving. 
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RUNKLE OPTIMISTIC FOR 2009 
RACING SEASON    
Crew Chief Jerry Runkle optimistically predicts 
“one to three wins – as a minimum” for the 2009 
racing season.  The Coder - Runkle racing team 
has returned to their “in-house” engine program 
after being plagued by failure of outsourced 
engines in the 2008 and 2007 seasons.  Prior to 
2007, Crew Chief Jerry Runkle had assembled all 
of the team’s engines which proved both durable 
and competitive.  “In racing, we are always 
looking at ways to change and improve, but the 
change we tried in our approach to race engines 
sent us backwards and I am really glad to have a 
Runkle Built engine back in the car” says 
driver/owner Terry Coder.   
 

The 2009 Engine, 
affectionately named 
“Studley,” due to the 
use of main bearing cap 
studs, is a 350  small 
block Chevy bored  
0.040 over to 358 Cubic 
inches.  Coder and 
Runkle worked with 
consultants and 
computer models to 
optimize the cylinder 
head, intake, and cam 
shaft combination.  
“She Thumps” says 
Runkle. 

 
The car for the 2009 season is the 1984 Cutlass 
constructed for Coder in the spring of 2007.  The 
car was re-skinned for 2008 with a 1980 Cutlass 
body with modifications to blend into the 1984 
roof.  In preparation for 2009, Coder and Runkle 
replaced the driver’s side fender, door and rear 
quarter panel, with skin from their orange car 
decommissioned in 2006, while leaving the rest of 
the body in place. Although the right side of the 
body has a few rub marks, Runkle says “they’ll 

never see it from the stands.”  The team identified 
limited changes to the body as a place where 
money and effort could be saved, allowing 
additional “top secret go-fast” modifications to be 
made. “It’s the best car we’ve ever put on the 
track, and it is fantastic that we made the first 
testing session without having to thrash”, says 
Coder. 
------------------------------------------------------------- 

Brakes squealing?  Front end vibrating? 
Take it to: 

Mike’s Frame Shop 
Alignment & Brakes 

1507 SE 6th Topeka, KS  (785) 233-8744 

JUDY CODER RUNS MARATHON    
On January 18th, 2009, Judy Coder and her  beautiful 
daughter, Sarah Zlatnik, completed the 26.2 mile 
Rock and Roll Marathon in Phoenix, AZ with a 
blistering time of 6 hours 13 minutes.     Judy ran in 
memory of her father, Morris Harris, and with Sarah 
raised over $8,000 for the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society.     

“I ran 26.2 miles.  That may seem like a lot of effort, 
but does not compare to the daily struggles my father 
faced during the 7 years he battled cancer,” says 
Judy. “While he was battling Non-Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma, he helped so many others by giving 
advice in support groups and by trying experimental 
treatments to help find a cure.  I am continuing his 
efforts by raising money to fund research and support 
groups.  Thank you for your generous donations.” 

The running bug has really bitten Judy. She will be 
competing in a half marathon in Lincoln, NE on May 
2.   GO FAST AND TURN LEFT JUDY! 
-------------------------------------------------------------�

 

1621 S Kansas Ave, Topeka, Kansas 
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CODER HOT LAPS AT CHARLOTTE! 
Terry Coder gives a big thank you to friends, 
family, and sponsors for the fantastic 50th Birthday 
trip to Lowes MotorSpeedway in Charlotte, NC.  
The November 2008 trip included a one day 
session at the Fast Track driving school, where 
Coder reached speeds of 140 to 150 mph, just off 
the track record of 186 mph.  

 
 
Following Coder’s 24 solo laps, his driving coach 
said, “You did an awesome job and we liked what we 
saw.  Can you come back and show us more?”  
Perhaps what they “saw” was Judy Coder’s credit 
card. 
 
Besides the day at Lowes MotorSports Speedway, 
the trip included two days of sight seeing which 
included stops at Hendrix Motorsports and the 
Jimmy Johnson and Jeff Gordon Shops.  Judy and 
Terry also toured the “Dale Earnhardt Trail” and 
visited the Richard Childress Racing facilities and 
Richard Petty Museum.  In Mooresville, NC, the 
Coders saw the headquarters of Rusty Wallace 
Racing, Rouse Fenway Racing, Penske Racing, 
Team Red Bull and others.  Judy’s favorite was the 
“Quaker Steak and Lube” restaurant.  
 
Coder had the time of his life and thanks Judy 
Coder, Sarah Zlatnik, Jim and Dorothy Coder, Tim 
and Marlene Coder, Mike and Tammy Mikinski, 
Don and Sharon Hutley, Jerry Runkle, Barbara 
Harris, Mike and Patti Gunter, Nancy and Doug 
McKenzie, Michiko and Bill Snell, and Dan and 
Lori Miller for the wonderful gift.  These friends 
and family made turning fifty an awesome thing 
where life really begins for Coder.                           
------------------------------------------------------------- 

RACING INFORMATION ON THE NET 
Check out these web pages for information on area 
racing: 
WWW.inthepits.net 
WWW.hpt.com 
WWW.thillks.com  
_________________________________________ 
 
A WOMAN’S FAITH 
 Jesus left that place and went off to the 
territory near the cities of Tyre and Sidon.  A 
Canaanite woman who lived in that region came to 
him.  “Son of David!” she cried out, “have mercy 
on me, Sir.  My daughter has a demon, and is in a 
terrible condition.”   
 But Jesus did not say a word to her.  His 
disciples came to him and begged him, “Send her 
away!  She is following us and making all this 
noise!” 
 Then Jesus replied, “I have been sent only 
to the lost sheep of Israel.”  At this, the woman 
came and fell at his feet.  “Help me, Sir,” she said. 
 Jesus answered, “It isn’t right to take the 
children’s food, and feed it to the dogs.” 
 “That’s true, Sir,” she answered, “but even 
the dogs eat the leftovers that fall from their 
master’s table.” 
 So Jesus answered her, “You are a woman 
of great faith!  What you want will be done for 
you.”  And at that very moment, her daughter was 
healed.  (Mark 7: 21-30 Good News Bible) 

Sponsored by Mike Fangman and the 
Silver Lake First Baptist Church. 
------------------------------------------------------------- 
CLASSIFIED ADS                                 _ 
Wanted – 9” Ford Rear End Center Section,   with or without 
ring & pinion or carrier.  Call 785 234-6842                           .                  
For Sale – 9” Ford Rear End Housing without center section- 
$75 Call 785 234-6842                                                             .                      
Wanted – Cheap Shop Vac.  Donations Accepted Call 785 
234-6842                                                                                  .  
Help Wanted – NEWSLETTER EDITOR. Call 785 234-
6842                                                                                          . 
If you would like your add here, contact Terry at 785 234-
6842 Free for Sponsors of Coder Racing! 
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CODER RACING SAYS THANK YOU to the following sponsors: 
 
REDOC – Tim Coder – Hoyt, KS 
tim@redoc.com 
 
Tamara Coder Mikinski, PhD 
 
WWW.JudyCoder.com     
Judy@judycoder.com 
 
Waterscape Concepts  
715 NE US HWY  24 – Topeka, KS 
 
Autoland Auto Parts, Carbondale, KS   
785 836-9000 
 
A Place in Time – Tecumseh, KS  
www.tonisplace.com  
785 379-8463 
 
You Grow It – We Mow It 
785 640-0764 
  
Advance Auto Parts 
1621 S Kansas Ave. – Topeka, KS 
 

Fangman Repair and Silver Lake 1st Baptist 
Church – Silver Lake, KS 
 
The Bait Hut              
715 NE US HWY 24 – Topeka, KS 
 
Mikes Frame Shop Alignment and Brake 
1507 E. 6th – Topeka, KS  
785 233-8744 
 
Chic-A-Dee Café 
3036 SE 6th St. – Topeka, KS 
785 233-0216 
 
 

 
 

SPONSORSHIPS STILL AVAILABLE! 
 
If you are not a sponsor of Coder Racing and would like to be, call Terry at 785 234-6842 or 
email terry@judycoder.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


